Newsletter 2011
Dear Friends,

Proclamation without demonstration leads to frustration:
· In every newsletter I’ve produced for the last 15 years, I’ve provided many testimonies of God’s power. This newsletter is no exception. The reason I do this is best explained from a scriptural basis:  
· At Mars Hill in Athens (Acts 17:16-34), Paul gave a brilliant message, revered to this day by the world’s Bible schools for its conciseness. However, only a few people got saved - because there was no demonstration of God’s power! Because of this, Paul changed his way of doing ministry when he got to Corinth and thereafter. In Corinth he said, “I did not come with excellence of speech of wisdom… For I determined not to know anything [not to emphasise how much I knew about the things of God] … and my preaching was not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5). He was saying, “After my experience in Athens, I decided not to speak about everything I knew. This time I left room for God’s power.” Verse 5 says that people’s faith “should be in the power of God.” He didn’t even say that their faith “should be in Jesus.” 
·  Later, through the message of God’s power, Paul became known for turning cities upside down and seeing massive repentance. In Ephesus, the occult practitioners burned piles of their books. 
·  Today, many teachers don’t make room for God to back up his message with his power. There is a difference between preaching in Jesus’ name and preaching with power. In Paul’s day there was seldom a difference. Power was part and parcel of the gospel, as it should be today. 

·  In 1 Cor.4:19-20, Paul even warns Christians against teachers who didn’t demonstrate the power of God with their teaching: “But I will come to you very soon …. and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” 

Stories of God’s healing power & love:
In all the following testimonies, I want to assure you I played a very small part. I’ve never healed anybody. I often say to people, “If God doesn’t heal you, I can’t!”

· “I always felt worthless, inferior and rejected. This was compounded by frequent bullying. I suffered from dyslexia which made me feel stupid. Teachers knew but contributed to the pain. I often flew into a rage. I tried to commit suicide several times. At college I had a phobia that people would make me feel terrible about myself, so I took home tutoring. Nothing worked such as counselling. Pain seeks pleasure and when I met some people who took drugs, I couldn’t stand the pain of not being accepted, so I took drugs to fit in (amphetamine, heroine, ketamine, acid, emcat, speed, sertraline and whizz). One night, I ended up in a police cell. I knew I needed help. God led me to receive prayer from Joe. As he prayed for me, I cried out years of pain, the result of lies I’d believed: that if people saw the real me they’d reject me and to be liked I should be out-going and fun. As I received deliverance from these lies and associated demons, I began to change drastically. 
(a) My dyslexia improved. 
(b) I used to get cold sores from October to April. They made me very ill and affected my confidence. During prayer, Joe treated this virus as a demon, which manifested and left. I’ve not had any cold sores since. 

(c) God healed me of fear of failure, the dark, Satan, demons, inability to cope, terminal illness and being alone. 
(d) My chest was really bad with pleurisy. After prayer it was almost totally better. 
(e) My skin recovered after the drug abuse.

(f) My viens which were badly affected by injecting drugs (they felt like wood) also recovered. 
I am now at Teen Challenge, beginning to train so I can help other drug addicts get free. Satan tried to hijack and derail my destiny but God came and rescued me and put me back on track.” (Sophie)
· “Thank you for helping me gain freedom. I suddenly have so much more energy. I have been released from carrying a heavy load which always dragged me down. Despite things being quite tough, I feel joyful!” (Anon.)

· “At the first ‘Hungry Hearts’ meeting I went to, there was something quite different to anything I had ever experienced in this country. As soon as Joe started playing and singing his music, I had the irresistible urge to cry. (I’d not cried since I was under ten, even at the bereavement of close family). Then I went to one of Joe’s healing conferences, which was the most significant event in my life other than being saved. Years of ‘emotional constipation’ were washed away. I felt like a kid without any cares and full of joy. On Monday morning, a work colleague said, ‘Kev, what’s happened? You look like a young boy.’ At the last conference God eradicated a major stumbling block I’ve had for years. He has also healed me of chronic sleep apnoea, years of chronic sciatica and pain in both arms (which was threatening the future of my job, since I did lots of lifting). At one of Joe and Sara’s ‘Freedom From The effects of Freemasonry’ conferences I had another major spiritual block removed. This is a vitally important ministry that needs to be supported and grown. I trust Joe and Sara implicitly and don’t have enough good things to say about them and members of the Hungry Hearts group.” (Kevin Freeman, Deacon at Swarcliffe Baptist Church)

· “After a diagnosis of breast cancer, I received ministry from Joe. I felt loving acceptance and affirmation throughout, and experienced emotional, spiritual and physical healing. Joe would listen, then anoint me with oil and the Holy Spirit would take over. He prayed for the cancer to shrivel up and, after only one session of a new chemotherapy, the largest lump went from 35 millimetres to 12. I was also healed of so much in my past as ungodly beliefs were identified and replaced with truth. During a healing conference led by Joe, words of knowledge followed by prayer resulted in complete healing of nerve endings in my ankles and feet, that had been destroyed by the chemotherapy. Also, through Joe, God freed me up to exercise a prophetic gifting. Words are not sufficient to express how much I have been blessed by this anointed ministry!” (Diane Bell)

· “The ‘Freedom from the Effects of Freemasonry’ course was such a blessing.  If you’re sceptical about the effects of the demonic, this ministry convinced me how much in my life and struggles for intimacy with my Heavenly Father was caused through lack of knowledge and wrong or neglected teaching.  I have gone from struggling with years of oppression, depression, emotional eating and thoughts of suicide to a new level of joy and freedom. God has blessed this ministry with discernment and power and I look forward to more of these wonderful ministry times.” (Denise)

· “At one of Joe’s conferences, God wonderfully delivered me from a crippling bondage of false responsibility. I felt compelled to solve the problems of those I loved. This was rooted in my 5 year old brother’s death. God revealed I had a need to be needed. I greatly praise God for the much needed, richly anointed and patient ministry of his servant Joe, in enabling God to free his people, as I was freed.” (Sheila Dell)

· “During prayer I felt something leave me. It used to cause me to suddenly become ill in worship meetings. It brought depression through my teens, making me want to take my own life.  I coped by bulimic eating which has reduced. I am now able to think clearer and have started to stand against fears, feelings of intimidation, insecurities and inferiority. The freedom from such strong depressive episodes has enabled me to stand on God’s truth. I have a new joy which is supplying the strength to break established habits.”  (Denise)
· “God used a period of incapacitation to show me lifelong lies/blindspots and how angry I was at God for past abuse and believing I was not a good mother. God is replacing the lies with the truth. For the first time in 53 years I am truly happy in my own skin and nearer to God. Those around me have noticed the difference. The weight of the world is no longer on my shoulders, nor is my face looking like I’ve chewed a bunch of sour lemons! Thank you Lord, for guiding Joe and Sara in my significant healing.” (Jesse)
·  “Praise God for big breakthroughs and thank you Joe for being an ambassador in these breakthroughs. I am now walking in the favour of God and enjoying ease of life which I used to long for.” (Anne)

Street evangelism: 

·  “Thank you so much for your time, energy, enthusiasm, trust and hope in us! We are a young, growing church, stepping out to pray for God’s power to impact people on the streets. This weekend played a crucial role in that development. Thank you also for teaching us how to listen to God. I’m really excited about that. Your assistance in interpreting the book of ‘Ruth’ was invaluable.” (Sue, Worcester)
Portugal:

·  I (Joe) prayed for a lady at a conference in Portugal who was cursed by a witch 30 years ago. As a result, her right eyeball was not central. We prayed the first day but nothing seemed to change but when she returned the next day, the eye was almost totally straight, so we prayed again.  

USA:
· “Having you here in Colorado was life changing for me and my family. What you did was so God-led that we had not seen the like of it before, as the church has such structures and rules. In particular, there were great testimonies from your concert. We continue to reach for heaven to touch earth and to move further into what you trained us in. Thank you for being a key part of our spiritual growth and awakening!” 

Having a supernatural lifestyle - God is broadcasting all the time:

· God doesn’t just want to use us supernaturally in church meetings. Sometimes when I go into a shop, I ask God if there is anyone he wants to speak to through me. One day in Asda God said, “The woman serving you is a Christian. She goes to Bridge Street Church in Leeds. Tell her not to give up the good work.” I asked God what the last part meant and he said, “She is involved in a work at the church which she is about to give up because she has lost sight of it being something productive.” When I asked her if she was a Christian she said yes, so I asked her if she went to Bridge Street Church and again she said yes. She looked shocked. When I told her the last part of the word, she said it was very helpful. She was so appreciative that God had reaffirmed her call and she now had fresh zeal for the work. 
· I was walking towards the Playhouse car park in Leeds. An elderly woman was walking just ahead of me. I felt God say, “Tell her that Jesus really appreciates her kindness.” I was doing everything I could to avoid speaking to her because there was no one else around and I was concerned that it might look odd for a stranger to be approaching an elderly woman. When she arrived at her car, it was only three away from mine. She was putting her bags in the boot and was about to get in the car so I finally mustered up the guts to say, “Excuse me, I know this might seem really strange but I am a Christian and Jesus just told me to tell you that he really appreciates your kindness.” At this, tears welled up in her eyes and she said, “Oh, that’s amazing because I am a Christian and I was walking along feeling very discouraged. That’s just what I needed to hear!”

Music:

· From June I’m devoting myself to writing and recording new songs, which I’ve not done for several years. I’m laying down the personal ministry (testimonies of which you’ve read above). In recent years, I thought I could do both but it has proved impossible. I’ll still be conducting the healing conferences. It’s a massive step, not just financially. However, in the light of the following testimonies, it feels a good investment of time:

· “The song ‘I Will Always Love You’ was played on a teaching CD by Graham Cooke. It was so anointed that when I first heard it I broke down in tears and cannot listen to it without the same reaction. Since then, my friends who have heard it are all doing the same and sharing it with other small groups of Christians. Each time God's Spirit fills the place and there is a similar response. The song was truly given to you straight from the throne of worship and is getting at something very deep in the listeners.” (Dianne, Houston Texas)
· “I had a most awesome encounter with Jesus throughout the worship. Thank you for being so sensitive to the Holy Spirit!” (Lydia)
Hungry Hearts dates: 

Feb 26; Mar 12, 26; April 9, 23; May 7, 21; June 4, 18; July 2, 16, 30; Aug 13, 27; Sept 10, 24; Oct 8, 22; Nov 5, 19; Dec 3, 17.

Forthcoming Healing Conferences (venues to be arranged):  

1. May 14, 15 (Sat & Sun) 10-5pm.  2.  Sept 10, 11 (Sat & Sun) 10-5pm.  3.  Dec 10, 11 (Sat & Sun) 10-5pm.
Personal news:
·  Secretary: I’ve just taken on a part-time secretary, Jesse Stringwell. When Sara went back to full-time employment in July 2008, it meant that all the admin work she used to do fell to me. Gradually it has really weighed me down, so that I haven’t had time to write songs and produce CDs. Hopefully that will now change.
· Lakeland, Florida: When I went there and saw God doing amazing miracles, he said through various prophets that he was going to open about 100 other similar epicentres of his presence across the globe. He said a certain number had been already decided but of the remainder, it was up to us! From that time my friend, Liz Pattinson and I have continued to head up a meeting called ‘Hungry Hearts’ which takes place every 2 weeks. We believe God wants it to be one of the ‘portals’ for his love and power to pour through from heaven.

· Sara: She is still working at a hospital as a pharmacy technician. To be honest, she hates it! However, it’s a job – but we believe God has something better for her, which we’re still believing for.

· Mum’s death: Mum died on the 4th February 2010. It was a painful death and a very difficult time for all of us. It saw the end of a very arduous four year period of tending to mum and dad in their last days.
· Extra dog: We got Treacle in July 2010. She’s Paddy’s sister. We got Paddy over two years ago and wanted to take Treacle at that time but she was promised to another family. She went to this home where she was badly abused. She came back to the rescue centre and Sara saw her on the website. The rest is history. 

your support

As I step out in June to spend time writing and waiting on God, I’ll be believing God to provide the finance that normally comes in from personal ministry. If you’d like to support me during this time, please send a one-off gift made payable to ‘Joe King’.
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